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KINGSTONE & THRUXTON GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of the parish council held on Wednesday 6th September 2023
At 19.00 in Kingstone Village Hall, Green Lane, Kingstone Hereford

Present: 
Cllr David Bailey, Cllr Neil Howard, Cllr Denise Lloyd, Cllr Paula Rawbone, Cllr David Rea, Cllr Lynne Thorne and Cllr Colin Warrillow (Vice-Chairman)

In attendance:
Lisa Lewis (Parish Clerk), Steve Madison (Sports Association), PFO Paul Neate (Parish Footpath Officer) and Ward Cllr Richard Thomas

	Agenda Ref
	Minutes

	1.
	Co-option – No potential members present 

	2.
	Apologies for absence – Were received Cllrs Pugh and Richards.   


	3.

	To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation none recorded. 

	4.
	Approval of minutes and sign from parish council meeting held Wednesday 5th July 2023. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes as a true record, and they were signed by the vice-chairman.


	5.

5.1



	Members of the Public:-
· None present
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence Received: 
Correspondence:
· Email received from Cllr Pugh regarding the new bike track and how he had viewed numerous children using it. He also wished to recognise the hard work put in by Cllr Warrillow, without which the council wouldn’t have achieved the excellent result and enhancement to the village. 
· Email received from a resident wishing to formally complain about the unacceptable noise levels created by grain deliveries at the chicken farm in Kingstone. It appears deliveries are being made through the night and early mornings and the resident feels these should only be made during normal working hours. It was RESOLVED for the clerk to investigate the original permissions from planning if available and forward this to planning enforcement and the Ward Cllr. 
Updates 
· Lengthsman – Clearing of the footway and kerb lines along the B4349 has been part completed.  
· Triangle at the Church – Whitfield have confirmed that they will replace the tree at the Church Triangle in their winter planting scheme. 
Planning – FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
231410 – 5 Tippetts Meadow, Kingstone, Hereford HR2 9HW – Single Storey side and rear extension – APPROVED with conditions.
231418 – 5 Tippetts Meadow, Kingstone, Hereford HR2 9HW – Removal of rotting silver birch tree – Consent granted 


	6.
6.1

6.2





6.3
6.4


6.5







6.6



6.7



6.8
	Verbal Reports
Local Policing Team not present. It was noted that the local PCSO’s had posted on social media regarding the bike track. Clerk to contact the police team to establish when they will next be attending a meeting.
Ward Cllr Reported on the following:- 
· A stronger towns meeting had taken place
· He had visited Lagan Homes Estate with regards to a hedge being removed and sewer pipe causing road collapse. An oak tree on the KS25. 
· S106 money 
· Social Services Complaint 
Lengthsman not present, no report. 
Village Hall Committee reported:
· No meeting in August, will provide a further update after their meeting in September. Hall still being well used. 
Sports Association Reported: 
· The AGM had taken place and they have two additional committee members. 
· An existing member is currently in hospital. 
· The committee are leafleting the houses adjacent to the playing field on the Lagan Homes site to remind them not to dispose of garden waste onto the sports field. 
· Roundabout is to be removed.
· Zipline will be repaired or removed. 
· Remaining play equipment is to be refurbished.
Parish Footpath Office (PFO) Reported:
· KS25 Cleared. A lot of waste to remove. PFO will contact Herefordshire Council for advice. Consider a shredder for next year. Clerk to add to a future agenda. 
· BT Path part cleared. 
Bike Track update:
· The track is complete. Lots of children are using it. The safety sign was vandalised, but has now been concreted in. A work party had taken place, they have cleared and removed stones. Ongoing maintenance to be added to the next agenda. 
Allotments 
· Are now occupied. 
· 2 plots remaining. 
· Equipment for the loo has been purchased, locks and first aid kit now in place. 


	7.
7.1
7.2

7.3


	Financial Reports
The payments list for September, as shown in appendix 1 was APPROVED. 
Banking - Bank balances and reconciliation for June and July 2023 were noted and statements signed by the vice-chairman, see appendix 2. 
The opening of an account for fuel in respect of the parish rights of way (PROW) equipment and parish footpath office (PFO) expenses was considered and it was unanimously agreed to proceed. Clerk to action. 


	8.

8.1
	Planning 
No planning applications. 
The correspondence received regarding Neighbourhood Development Plans was considered and the parish council discussed submitting a response. It was RESOLVED to defer a decision on making a response. 


	9.
	Drainage 
Drainage work is underway. Work commenced reprofiling and digging out a ditch in a local farmers field. All pipes entering this ditch are to be jetted / cleaned. Half of the ditch had been cleaned so far, removing 50 tonnes of back fill, total expected to be 100T. The drainage team are also working on the system from the field to the B4348. Cllr Pugh advised them on the location of a drainage pipe  to enable them to locate manhole covers under the sports field, there will be further investigation work in this area. 

	10.
10.1


10.2







10.3



10.4

10.5
	Highways and Environmental Matters
Traffic Calming and 106 money –  The project manager for S106 monies had visited Kingstone with AECOM, their specified contractor and plans are currently being drawn up. These will go to highways for approval prior to being presented to the parish for consideration.   
Scarecrow competition – It was RESOLVED that the council in accordance with its powers under section 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the council, is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:-
Total prize money of £150 to be awarded, split into 2 separate awards for 1st and 2nd place, in connection with the ‘road safety scarecrow competition’. 
Posters approved by the council for display. Clerk to arrange advertising. 
The lengthsman contract was considered by councillors, who were provided with full information on  contractors A & B. There was a majority vote to award the contract to contractor B, Cllr Lloyd voted against this motion. Clerk to arrange the details and establish acceptance from contractor B, Matthew Cobb and notify contractor A, Terry Griffths.   
Dog waste emptying on the Sports Field – It was RESOLVED to defer the item until costs are established due to change in lengthsman contract.  
Cottons Meadow Area – it was noted that some work had been undertaken, but further work required. Clerk to re-report to BBLP. 


	11.
11.1

11.2

	Village Planting  
The planting locations were agreed as per the map provided by Cllr Warrillow. Planting will take place by the new lengthsman on regular maintenance days.  
Additional barrels have been installed at the grass triangle next to the church, with further thanks to the Bullring pub for the supply of the barrel and to the volunteer for planting. There was a unanimous vote to thank Whitfield for their kind offer to replace the tree, clerk to ask them to proceed. A circular bench to be installed around the new tree was considered, estimated cost of £500 from a local supplier. It was unanimously agreed to install a bench here, quote to be obtained in writing for consideration at the next meeting. 


	12. 
12.1


12.2
	Noticeboards 
The noticeboard report provided by the clerk was considered and it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to purchase a recycled plastic noticeboard from Greenbarnes at a cost of £2,064.72 for installation in the location specified by the residents of Thruxton. Clerk to action.
Installation of an additional council noticeboard in the village near the surgery was considered and it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to purchase the same as item 12.1 to benefit from discounted delivery, with the location for installation to be confirmed at the next meeting. 


	13.
	Village Christmas Tree – It was noted that the Bullring pub were happy to install a tree at the far end of the beer garden as a community Christmas tree for all to visit. Costs for a tree and solar lighting to be obtained for the next meeting. 
 

	14.
	Items for next agenda 
· Parish Council Filing Cabinet in the village hall 
· Sandbags 
· Village Hall Website 
· Japanese knotweed
· Areas requiring maintenance 
· Social Media 
· Kingstone Consolidated Charities 
· Remembrance Memorial in Whitehouse Drive Field 


	15.
	Date of next parish council meeting is Wednesday 4th October 2023.  

	
	Meeting closed at 8:33pm.




SIGNED…………………………………………………………		DATED…………………………….
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